Assassination 

A Commentary 
By Nicholas von Hoffman 

Did Henry Kissinger’s orders involving Chile lead 
directly or indirectly, to Allende’s assassination. Ma y 
people^ around the globe may find the question probes a 
distinction not worth making. President Pord waves the 
matter off by saying that whatever tand of dipsydoodle 
we ran in Santiago, the natives loved it. His vice 
President— designate tells us that we can find descrip- 
tions of similar activities in “The Art of War, written 
2 500 vears ago by Gen. Sun T zu. . 

' Not^ much of an argument. Nevertheless history 
does teU us one thing about political assassination, 
and that is that it invites retaliation in kind. Philip I 
Spain learned that when he tried to have Queen 
Elizabeth wasted. The next thing he knew she had 
her gunsels waiting in the darkened doorways of 

Madrid trying to get off a shot at fnI1 ?' Harvev 

If it should ever be discovered that Lee Harvey 

Oswald was a Cuban agent, it takes no effort of ima- 
gination to think that a Fidel Castro might have d. - 
natched the killer to Dallas to avenge the CIAs at- 
tempts on the Cuban boss’s own life. When three major 
political figures are murdered and another is nea ly 
so in the space of a decade it becomes harder and 
harder to accept the idea they were all gunned down 
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by lonely nuts acting out the murderous and private 
fantasies of sickened minds. . . . . 

Yet if anyone seems to have been the victim of just 
such an asault it was Robert Kennedy A room full of 
horrified people saw Sirhan Bishara Sirhan murder the 
New York Sentor. But did they? Richard Razmkov, 
writing in the Pacific Sun, a San Francisco area weekly, 
has come up with evidence that does cast s °me doub 
on the official theory of the case. He tells us that after 
Sirhan’s trial “a group of citizens sued the Los Angeles 
pollce for tt right to examine the ballistics evidence 
Herbert MacDonnell director of New York s Laboratory 
of Forensic Science, and William Harper, former head 
of the Pasadena police crime lab and one-time chief 
of ballistics for the Office of Naval Intemgence were 
finally able to conduct the kinds of tests the police 
would have conducted had they been seeking the truth. 
Spectographic analysis proved that the bullet remove 
from Kennedy’s neck and a bullet taken from the 
abdomen of a shooting victim who recovered, television 
producer William Weisel, did not exh ' blt fi c °““°" 
class characteristics,’ and therefore were not fired from 

th Raznik'ov’s hypothesis is that there was another gun- 
man in the room and it was he who killed Bobby 
Kennedy. The trouble with such propositions is that, 
while they do punch difficult to explain holes in offi- 
cial explanations, they are seldom able to give us much 
of a clue as to who the “real killer may b . 
that reason that nobody has been able 
Warren Commission report. If Lee Haivey 
didn’t murder President Kennedy, then who did. 

But there has been at least one political murder in 
which it does appear the wrong man was accused and 
the wrong man was accused and the public was badly 


misled as to what actually took Pjace. un 
1933 a certain Giuseppe Zangara attempted to assas 
sinate president elect Franklin Roosevelt. Zangara’s 
bullets missed FDR, but hit Anton C e ™ak the mayor 
of Chicago, who was also on the speakers stand, 
lingered until March 6th; on the «h Zangara pleaded 
guilty; on the 10th, he was sentenced to death and 10 
davs later the sentence was carried out. 

Saul Alinsky, the late radical organizer, who knew 
many of the men involved in this intrigue, said that an 
F®I ballistics test showed that Zangara could not have 
killed the mayor of Chicago. Again, the second, mi seen 
gun theory, but with this murder there’ was no trouble 
tiroring out who owned the weapon. According to 
S ceSaak had been stalked by the Mob for weeks 
and he said the Chicago police had pulled two gentle- 
men nanmd tack (Machine Gun) McGurn and Murray 
(The Camel) Humphrey off the same train that took 

Ce The a Vo°tiv 1 e 01 was'also known. After being sworn into 
office Cermak had called in Frank (The Enforcerl NUti 
A1 Capone’s successor, and told him. Look, i w 
elected as a reform mayor, and as you know reform is 
IS expensive, so I’m doubling the price of every- 
thing - Alinsky said that Nitti told Cermak there was 
no way Te mob could pay that kind of protection 
monev and make a profit on its bootleg whiskey. War 
was declared with Cermak using a group of suburban 
gangsters and the Chicago Police Department to run 
the mob out and take over the business. There was at 
Last one attempt on Nitti’s life and then there was no 

m The C result k of Cermak’s death was that order if not 
law was restored in Chicago, thus proving that assass- 
ination can work as well here as in Chile. . . 

Since we’re now being told all politicians do it and 
nave been doing it for 2,500 years, why should we 
make Lnoral objections? Assassination and counter- 
assassination may be as close as we’ll ever come to 
having the old men who start the wars fight them. 
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